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‘I knew Dr. Carts wal His mittee 
was regarded as equal to any of our best physicians. 
And he has assured me that at the same time that he 
gave his attention to professional and scientific matters 
he could hear ‘‘ spirtt-voices.” 

Sometimes they would address him on the subjects on 
which we were communicating, and sometimes on mat- 
ters independent of any action of his own mind. He 
has told me that they produced precisely the same 
impression on the auditory nerve that my voice pro- 
duced. 

T cannot improve or strengthen the extract below, but 
I wish to have that read, that a// may be cautious not 
to surrender their reason to any spirits, and never to 
g0 overtax or derange the body as to make it easy for 
any spirits to lead us to do what we would not do with 
the best use of our faculties. Read the following with 
attention and with confidence in its truth. 

O. H. Wettineton, M. D. 

N. 'E: Healing Institute, 34 East Twelfth st. 


Sir: The Tribune of Saturday contains a notice of 
the suicide of Dr. Joseph T. Curtis, accompanied by a 
very brief biographical sketch. Believing that there 
were certain features of his history possessing a more than 
private interest, and earnestly desiring, if practicable, 
to explode the many incorrect theories as to the cause 
of his vidlent death that are likely to be broached, I 
have sought permission to state some facts with regard 
to him not generally known. 

Dr. Curtis was one of those men who séem to have 
been born under an evil star. With transcendent in- 


tellectual ability, with a gentle and loving heart, re- 
sponsive to every claim upon his aid and sympathy, he 


was yet compelled by the resistless power of circum- 
stances to labor under the imputation of insanity for 
many years previous to his death, and to make war 
upon one of the most universally accepted tenets of 
popular theology. Toa man like him, by nature ar- 
dently desirous to live at peace with his fellows, this 
position of antagonism was exquisitely painful ; but he 
was sustained by an unwavering faith that he was fight- 
ing the battle of eternal truth against fleeting error, 
and he could not decline the championship which had 
been proffered him. But in order to make his position 
intelligible, let me relate, as briefly as possible, the 
events which blighted the brilliant promise of bis early 
career. 

He studied medicine in this city with Dr. Gram, the 
pioneer of Homeopathy in America, and met with ex- 
traordinary success as a practitioner at the very outset. 
He was never in the habit of boasting of bis achieve- 
ments, but from what he once casually told me, I am 
disposed to believe that at the age of twenty-five, he had 
attained a position in bis profession, such as (if meas- 
ured by the standard of pecuniary returns) has scarcely 
ever been reached in so short a space of time by any 
other physician in this country, his practice then em- 
bracing many persons in this city conspicuous for literary 
attainments, wealth, and moral worth. At that time, in 
1841, in consequence of a slight imprudence in overtax- 
ing his eyes, he was attacked by a terrible form of ; 
ophthalmia, which reduced him to a state of utter help- 
lessness, and baffled the skill of physicians. After the 
lapse of some months, as he exhibited no signs of 
amendment, one of his patients, with a generosity worthy 
of all praise, insisted on sending him to Europe in one 
of his ships, that he might consult an eminent oculist | . 
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severe peal, suddenly he heard a voice saying 


hast committed the unpardonable sin.” = mation 


intimation of the advent of the spiritual infestation from 
which he was never after entirely free. Invisible per- 
sonages now entered into conversation with him, who 
confirmed his worst fears as to his position, and assured 
him that his only hope of salvation lay in absolute sub- 
jection to the will of God, whose agents they professed 
to be. Under their directions he entered upon a state 
of spiritual vassalage, such as it is almost impossible to 
conceive. He declined the ministrations of his friends 
and attendants, rejected every alleviation of his suffer- 
ings that could be suggested, and resolutely strove to 
assist in carrying out the details of his expiatory pun- 
ishment to the bitter end. This extraordinary course 
of his was naturally regarded as madness, but if s0, 
there was “ method” in it. It seems to me to have 
been the most heroic, superhuman effort on record, to 
obtain a state of perfect trust in God, and subjection of 
the ‘‘ lusts of the flesh.” His bondage finally became 
too terrible for endurance ; he was exhorted to commit 
suicide, to murder his own children, to beat and maim 
his attendants, and when he hesitated, passages of 
Scripture were quoted with fiendish art to conquer his 
reluctance. He gradually abandoned his efforts to com- 
ply with their insatiable demands, and by ceasing to 
talk of his invisible attendants at length succeeded in 
obtaining his release from confinement in a lunatic asy- 
lum. They clung to him fora long time, but by degrees 
he became enabled to perceive their perfidy and baseness 
and that he had no hope of deliverance through their in- 
strumentality. He asserted his own free will, and soon re- 
gained a portion of what he had lost. - Yet he never 
sueceeded in releasing himself entirely. Although he 
resumed the practice of his profession and (repeatedly 
as it had been broken up). succeeded in ae | 
his reputation as a skilful physician, he was daily an 
hourly conscious of their brooding presence, Alike in 
the midst of his professional duties, and in the hour of 
social enjoyment and relaxation, they hovered around 
and assailed him with ceaseless malice... Their assaults 
were most yehement and most difficult to withstand 
when he was exhausted by over-exertion, an event of 
frequent occurrence, owing to the extreme delicacy of 
his organization. His anxiety lest he should become 
sleepless was unremitting, for he used to say that in 
that state he was more than ever in their power, and 
that if long continued it would certainly drive him to 
self-destruction. He had struggled on in this way for 
some years when I became his patient in 1852. I was 
better able to comprehend his condition than most of his 
friends, having been for years a prey to periodical at- 
tacks of a similar character, though infinitely less severe. 
Still I am able to bear testimony to the fact that, by the 
sudden development of new and hitherto unsuspected 
avenues of communication with the universe without, 
evil spirits are sometimes enabled to disclose themselves 
to us, and by their hideous presence to ‘‘ make the sun 
like blood, the earth a tomb, the tomb itself a hell, and 
hell—a yet murkier gloom.” With me the demoniacal 
possession rarely lasts more than a day or two, but dur- 
ing its continuance pure evil seems to me supreme and 
resistless in the universe. The more vigorous and 
healthful my mental and physical condition, the 
the intensity of the attack. Dr. Curtis had exhibited 
the most tender and intelligent sympathy for me, and to 
the knowledge which he had acquired while voyaging 
in Shoes nto sts pn, indebted, for all my hopes 
in life. 
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this is but one of a thousand ¢ similar deliberate 
self-immolation. 

Joseph T. Curtis died “in harness.” He knew, and 
often had my heart bled to hear him say it, that he was 
wearing out; that those who were dependent upon him 
were asking too much of him. We were aware that, in 
proportion as his strength failed, he became exposed to 
the assaults of the fiends that dogged his path. Yet he 
could not bring himself to forsake those who clung to 
him for support, but struggled desperately onward with 
his burden, until he stumbled and fell — no cowardly, 
selfish suicide, but a martyr to a too profound and con- 


_Scientious devotion to duty. 


I have little space left in which to allude to his 
many admirable qualities of head and heart. His sin- 
cerity and candor were such that no consideration of 
selfish prudence would keep him from expressing his 
honest convictions anywhere, regardless of the effect it 
might produce upon his interests. ‘Though he felt that 
Fate had denied him that position as a physician before 
the public, to which he was justly entitled, he never ex- 
pressed any petty jealousy or envy toward those who 
had outstripped him in the race. With that bitter par- 
tisan spirit, so common among the advocates of both of 
the prominent systems of physic, he had no sympathy. 
I may add that he possessed decided mechanical genius, 
and often remarked that his life should have been passed 
in the ayocation of a machinist. His love of the Beau- 
tiful in Nature and Art was genuine, and marked by 
taste and discrimination. To those who fancied him 
cold and unsympathetic, I would say that his manner 
resulted partly from, natural shyness, and. partly from 
the depressing effect of so many sorrows, which had 
checked, though not destroyed, bis natural enthusiasm. 
He was slight and graceful in figure, and he wore the 
most. exquisitely spiritual and refined expression upon 
his countenance that I ever beheld in any individual of 
the sterner sex. I was never in mixed society with him 
without being impressed by the marked contrast which 
he presented to those around him. It was like “the 
moon among the lesser lights.” 

This imperfect sketch has been hastily penned by 
one who regarded him as the dearest friend he had on 
earth ; who was strengthened and sustained by his wis- 
dom, and stimulated to self-discipline by the contempla- 
tion of his life and character. To have been enabled 
to be the stay of his old age would have been the great- 
est earthly blessing that I could have received. But 
it was not to be. In conclusion let me say, that de- 
voutly believing in the principle of compensation in the 
universe, I trust, in common with -his many sorrow- 
stricken friends, that he has at last emerged from the 
funereal darkness of his earthly career, into the realm of 


unclouded and eternal light. 
H. T. C. 


THE LAW OF AFFINITY. 
A PAMILIAR ILLUSTRATION. 
[Extract from “ Spud Marriage,” through E... Gibson.] 
As an illustration, 1 was shown a vessel filled with 
beans. There were three great varieties and marked 
distinctions, viz., size, form, and color. After being 
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het; | two halves of an original whole, which, when brought ~ 


in contact, immediately spoke ‘‘ We are one!” Delighted» 
LT exclaimed, “I have done it, I have done it! But 
how soon was my ardor damped by the sad thought of 
the millions of beans that never would be thus united, 
but which, jostled against another of unequal size, vary- 
ing in form, or different in color, or all three combined, 
would chafe and rub, and frictionize through all time 
and through a large portion of eternity. Then I beheld 
a beautiful light, and it seemed as if the attractive rays 
of that light drew together each twin half-bean and all 
were rightly paired ina moment. I then timidly in- 
quired, ‘‘ Are there any souls that have no true 
halves?” he spirit smiled on me, and answered my 
query through this interrogation, “ Do any half beans 
grow ?” 


For the New Engiand Spiritualist. 
MAN AND HIS DESTINY. 
BY DR. C. ROBBINS. 


This cannot bea subject of indifference to any reflect- 
ing mind. The spave allowed for the presentation 
forbids buta few facts— a few great truths on the sub- 
ject; yet we will endeavor to make certain ideas so 
clear that each mind will readily supply the detail. 

Man has a destiny in virtue of his organization. Be 
can have no destiny to fulfil without the necessary facul- 
ties and powers for the fulfilment. If there are duties 
to be performed, obligations to be discharged, there 
must be volition, self-control; there must be law. If 
there is law, there must be a penalty, else we have a 
mere recommendation. Without the admission of a 
law and a penalty there are no ethics, no morals. But 
we pass to the consideration. 

We find in early life, from its material beginning in 
man, certain tendencies, or instincts, simple at first, then 
complex in their character. Each element seeks its own 
gratification as its highest good. Instinctive and blind 
though they be, in the aggregate they make up the true 
end of being. They are our earliest developments, and 
never cease in their action, in our waking or sleeping 
moments. Progress, development, activity, are indeed 
their life. Our faculties, the executive powers, are 
stirred and waked to action by the instincts. Indeed, 
they are given us fitted to attain the early tendencies of 
our nature.’ Yet our faculties often act in a different di- 
rection from our instincts. These, for quite a period, 
act without any control; there is no will fixing its im- 
press upon them. The child acts by impulse — one 
passion stronger than its fellow crowds out the other ; 
here we see the cause of the vacillation of children. 
Obstacles interposing between us and our wishes, our 
faculties perceiving how powerless they are to attain 
them, involuntarily unite to overcome them. But to 
opposition and obstacles, so much complained of, are we 
indebted for the-most sublime and exalted triumphs of 
«ational beings. Here is nothing less than a revelation 
of a control over our faculties, and through this control 
the diffused powers concentrate by the light of expe- 
rience. The will being instinctive, and thus acting 
without motive, little is accomplished, and this little un- 
certain. From the faculties or powers thus alluded to, 
volition or i at with reason as its companion, ap- 
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From this period of human responsibility, these pow- 
ers step in between our instincts and our faculties ; the 
latter are set free from the slavery of the passions, and 
eden winter nev and thus the indi- 
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if each is an interpreter. Yet, if the cal- 
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be no morals, no right or wrong, no duty or obligation, 
no freedom or human liberty. Thus the trees of the 

forest and all things are different modifications of one 
God on the hypothesis under consideration, or all knowl-_ 
edge must be a matter of uncertainty to them, from the 
very contradictory grounds of human opinion. These 

are but different processes to arrive at the same result. 

The Scriptures are by a large number considered as an 

outlawed tale, worthy only the regard of the stupid and 

undeveloped. 

I am of the number of Bible-loving persons, and have 
some experience in its relation. Man quarrels with the 
Scriptural account of his heart, with the law of God, the 
penalty of which disturbs his tranquillity, and every 
talented person that comes along is beset to fritter away 
its force, as we all see. There isa strictness required 
in our treatment and dealing with our fellow-men that 
man does not love, and here is the difficulty. The Bible 
speaks of a different destiny growing out of an abuse of 
our free agency, and the Bible is thrown overboard to 
get rid of it. These men seem to forget that their shut- 
ting their eyes to the truth does not impair their obliga- 
tion to obey, nor does it change its character. 


Now we once found quite a number of these difficul- 
ties, by giving up our opposition to God, disappear. 
The law became beautiful which was once so odious. 
We have found other difficulties disappear according to 
our success in cultivating the spirit in that book en- 
joined. We think there are traths which will shine 
out from that word, when centuries of progress shall 
have passed. If these opponents will strive to obey God, 
they will know of his doctrine, whether it be of God. 

We know that men are organized for different desti- 
nies, to occupy different position in the future. Their 
capacities, their tastes, their very grossness of material 
fits them for a less prominent position, yes, a very hum- 
ble place in God’s Temple. Yet in the ultimate the 
highest interest of the universe is consulted and the best 
good of the individual. Thus we find the spirits that 
surround many of our mediums are far behind multi 
tudes of men in the form: Rub out from the Bible the 
Jaw, yet there will remain the eternal difference of spe- 
cies outstanding on the face of society. A difference of 
capacity, position and enjoyment mark our present state ; 
the.future is but a continuance of the present life, and 
in the absence of Scripture, we have no right to believe 
the future more pleasant than the present, if as comfort 
able. God will no more govern in the future than the 
present. If world-wide unequalities exist here, as we 
see, so we have a right to infer that they will hereafter. 

Here we might close our article, having in our re- 
marks necessarily shown the other wing of those who 
call themselves Spiritualists. But a brighter vision 
illuminates the future, and beckons us onward. To 
the Bible Spiritualist there is a written law, there are 
duties to perform, to God and to one another, truly im- 
perative. He reads that law and finds that from the 
birth of reason life is a battle-field; that crowns of 
glory and palms of victory await the issue. He feels 
that each act tells on his future destiny, and indeed, 
helps make up that final destiny. He feels that each 
act makes its mark in that “‘ Book of Life,” which no 
forgiveness an erase, no penitence can wash out. He 
is conscious of powers fitted to attain the ag anit 
his ere net of Bane gor In that Boo 
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on have perceptive abilities far beyond: those enjoyed 
by others. The eases of Zerah Colburn, T. H. Safford, 
and others who have been gifted by nature with extra- 
ordinary powers of arithmetical perception and compu- 

, are fresh in the remembrance of the public. 
Laura Bridgeman, the deaf, dumb and blind girl, whose 
sense of touch became so exquisite as in some measure 
to compensate for the loss of the other senses, is also 
‘well recollected ; and the more recent case of Miss Ab- 
-by Dillingham, ot Fall River, who, while totally blind, be- 
came not only able to read common printing, and writing 
on a slate, but also to distinguish colors, by the sense 
of feeling, is well attested. It is, moreover, often stated 
that Indian hunters and warriors have the power of 
distinguishing sights and sounds tbtally imperceptible to 
most white men — having not only inherited something 
of the peculiar keenness of sense acquired by their an- 
cestry, but greatly cultivated the same by their mode of 
life. Hence their value as guides, and their dangerous- 
ness as enemies. 

The province of adepts, experts, and connoisseurs is 
recognized by all sensible people; and what is it but a 
confession that certain persons may, either by natural 
gift or by training, have the use of powers of . percep- 
tion beyond what are ordinarily enjoyed? And the 
common sense method of proceeding is not at once and 
flatly to discredit their testimony where it transcends the 
reach of our own senses ; but, in the first place, to satisfy 
ourselves relative to their honesty and general intelli. 
Zence as regards other matters, and then to test, by such 
means as we may, the reality of the superior powers to 
which they Isy claim. If we find that in some things 
their perceptions transcend ours, then we have pre- 
sumptive | evidence that they moy in other things of a 
similar nature ; and if we have good reason to confide 
in their general integrity and accuracy, then we may 
rely with something of confidence upon their testimony, 
where it goes beyond the reach of our own senses. 

For example, if we find, by ample tests, that a person 
is able to perceive and correctly describe earthly ob- 
jects beyond the reach of the ordinary senses, to read 
the unspoken thoughts of other persons, etc.,—and also 
find that this same person, in all seriousness and hon- 
esty, claims to see spiritual beings with equal dis- 
tinctness, to witness their life-like and natural actions, to 
hear their words or read their thoughts, ete., etc.,—there 
is strong presumptive evidence that these perceptions 
are true. And if, furthermore, the spirit-seer is able, 
from this direct vision, to describe accurately the per- 
sonal peculiarities of departed persons never seen in 
life, to learn from them their names, to carry on intelli- 
gent and characteristic conversations with them, ete., etc., 
_ the evidence becomes little short of demonstrative that 
spirits are really seen by such persons, though others, 
not gifted.with such unusual powers of vision, may be 
wane to see them. 

‘The scientifie world does not ignore these differences 
* perceptive ability, when applied in the investiga- 

tion of subjects not connected’ with Spiritualism. The 
inquiries of Reichenbach relative to the luminous or 
odie emanations of crystals, magnets, minerals generally, 
and living organisms, were all conducted by means of 
sensitive persons, whose keen perceptive powers enabled 
them to distinguish what he and his compeers could not 
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as to the external senses ; and that they are susceptible 
of improvement by cultivation and use, and hence of 
becoming more and more reliable, as intelligently ex- 
ercised. 
‘proper exercise of these God-given powers, by the use’ 
of which man is to acquire knowledge of the transcend- 
ent realities of the zzner world, is an object quite as 
worthy of scientific attention, as is the construction of 
telescopes of extraordinary powers, and the resolution 
of almost imperceptible stars in far-off constellations. 


A BAPTIST MIRACLE. 


Modern miracles are not wholly monopolized by the 
Spiritualists. The Baptists at Westerly, R. I., have 
recently been edified with one that they consider second 
only to the conversion of St. Paul. A man named 
Bourne, a very “ hard customer,” was going ona spree 
on a recent Sunday, when he was suddenly arrested in 
the street, like St. Paul, by a “ vox et preterea nihil,” 
which ordered him to go to church. He replied that he 
would sooner be deaf and dumb. He was taken at his 
word, and became instantly not only deaf and dumb, but 
blind. In this pitiable condition he was found and 
led home. Shut up to the solitude of his own thoughts, 
in a few days he relented, and determined to go to 
church. At once his sight eame to him; his hearing 
returned at the singing of the first hymn at church, 
and his voice came again after the benediction. He re- 
turned home well, and has since renounced his eups, and 
joined the church. Himself and his neighbors are well 
convinced that a miracle was wrought in his case. — 


Springfield Republican. 


By what power was this “‘ miracle ’’ wrought, suppos- 
ing the account to be true? The Baptists will doubt- 
less admit that the act performed manifested intelligence 
and power foreign to the subject of it, and that the 
agent of this power was invisible. But an invisible in- 
telligence is only another term for a spirit. To say 
that this spirit was ‘‘ God,” or “the Holy Spirit,” or 
“an angel,” does not alter the case — it, was spiritual 
power on either supposition. They, then, who acknowl- 
edge spiritual agency in the “ miracle” are Spirttual- 
ists, whether Baptists or otherwise designated, and the 
‘‘ miracle,” if a fact, is one of the facts of modern 
Spiritualism. 

The case is not unlike that of Mr. Cole, the Portland 
liquor-dealer, whose experience we gave a few weeks 
ago ; and who found, on investigation, that the ‘* yoice’’ 
which arrested him in his course came from a departed 
friend, as that which astonished St. Paul came from the 
ascended Jesus. Had Mr. Cole been led to join the 
Baptist Church before ascertaining the real source of 
this “ vice,” it would doubtless have been claimed as a 
Baptist miracle. Had Mr. Bourne investigated the 
matter intelligently, he would doubtless have found evi- 
dence that his spirit-friends were acting as ‘ angels of 
God” to rescue him from his evil ways. Such, at 
least, is a probable explanation of his case. 


MEETINGS LAST SUNDAY. 

At the Melodeon, on Sunday afternoon, through Mr. 
WuirtinG, an address was given on “ the Influence of 
Spiritualism upon the Individual, and’ upon Society.” 
The subject was treated in an able manner, the 
leading ideas Being that whatever tends to awaken and 
stimulate man’s intellectual and moral powers, promotes 
his growth a and development ; that Spiritualism, , calling 
his attention to the bin and important themes of his 1 
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posed. They occur ann persons of any and every 
religious persuasion ; and the cases seem most abundant 
where individuals fave undergone strange trials and 
afflictions, as had Dr. Curtis, The question would 
seem of comparatively easy solution, if these dark tempta- 
tions came only to men of corrupt tendencies and vicious 
habits ; but what increases its difficulty is, that persons 
of pure aspirations and blameless lives are often annoyed 
by these strange allurements to error. Doubtless many 
an individual who reads this article, conscious of an 
earnest wish to be led aright, will yet own that he has 
had hours when all the powers of darkness seemed to 


conspire to turn him from his virtuous purpose ; —he has 


wrestled in spirit with principalities and powers. These 
invisible tormentors may or may not have taken the 
form of individualized spirits. He has been prompted 
to throw himself from a precipice, to cast’ himself into 


the water ; or perhaps voices which’ appeared to be audi- |. 


ble have spoken intelligibly to him, and bade him com- 
mit some act which his judgment said was criminal. 
When another part of his nature has remonstrated, the 
voice has argued and perstiaded, or urged and driven 
him on. 

Personal experiences of thotutihae living to-day will 
reveal these facts, analogous to the experience of Dr. 
Curtis ; and even historical record shows many similar. 
But we have never yet heard of a rational antidote 
against such afflictions, or of a perfeet remedy when 
they fall upon men. 

As to the relation of Spiritualism to such cascs in 
general, it will be seen at once that it does not create 
them ; it is within its province, however, to search out 
a rational explanation thereof. If malignant spirits can 
obsess mortals to their injury,—if evil intelligences can 
so control our faculties, certainly our safety cannot lie 
in ignorance of the fact. We should seek as far as 
possible to become aequainted with those conditions 
under which we are liable to such control, and to learn 
the means by whietit can be guarded against or re- 
moved. We hope the subject will receive the earnest 
attention of intelligent minds both within and outside of 
the Spiritualist ranks. x. 


MRS. HATCH AT THE MUSIC HALL. 


Mrs. Cora L. V. Haron is announced to speak at 
the Musie Hall in this city, on Sunday afternoon 
next. Our opinion of the intellectual and orator- 
ical abilities manifested in the treatment of moral, re- 
ligious, and philosophical questions through the mediuw- 
ship of Mrs. H., is well known to our readers. Aside 
from other considerations, it would give us great plea- 
sure to have her services retained in this community for 
any length of time. But we cannot help expressing a 
regret that she should be placed before. the public of 
Boston, in competition with the meetings of a similar 
character at the Melodeon, and especially under exist- 
ing circumstances. What these circumstances are, may 
be gathered in some measure from the following : 

At the Melodeon, on Sunday last, in- response to a 
call from persons in the audience, Dr. Gardner was in- 
duced to make an exposé of the transactions between 
himself and Dr. Hatch, which had preceded this mea- 
sure on the part of the latter. The statement was of 
an exceedingly unpleasant nature, and caleulated pain- 
fully to corroborate an impression which bas become 
rae prevalent, that mercenary motives have quite 
> much to do stoi pahinonithienn 6: Mev. 
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tion for discussion. "he subject chosen, 4s 8 ainouneed 
mittee, was 
“Phe Pythagorean Proposition.” After a query from 
the medium as to what particular proposition they 
wished elucidated—which the Committee refused to an- 
swer—she proceeded to speak in general terms of the 
metaphysical ideas of Pythagoras. At the close she ap- 
pealed to the Committee to know if they were satisfied, 
‘when they stated in effect that it was the famous 47th 
proposition in Euclid—viz.: That the square of the hy- 
pothenuse of a right-angled triangle is equal to the sum 
of the squares of the other two sides—which they .ex- 
pected her to discuss. This, it was insisted by the me- 
dium, was a test question outside of the claims made 
for her. It was only proposed to treat subjects “ in- 

volving principles.” The Committee contended that 
the question involved geometrical principles, and there- 
fore came within the scope of the call. The medium, 
however, did not accept the subject as thus presented. 
This was regarded as a triumph by her opponents, and 
they followed. up their advantage by presenting one or 
two more abstruse mathematical questions, which were 
not answered to the satisfaction of the Committee. 
Thus the medium was tripped and thrown, and her com- 
petitors promptly mounted a “ resolution ”ary rail, 
and gave vent to a victorious crow. 

The event affords occasion for the expression of some 
thoughts which have long rested’on our mind. Spiritual- 
ism, like many other reform movements, is likely to suf- 
fer more from the ill-advised assumptions and inconsider- 
ate zeal of some of its friends than from the most vehe- 
ment opposition of its enemies. Any cause will suffer 
when its injudicious advocates attempt to prove too 
much. The failure to make good any assumption, no 
matter how extravagant, is looked upon by outsiders as 
prima facie evidence of humbug and imposture. The 
ninety-nine good points are rejected, because the prepos- 
terous hundredth is not attained ; and so the board is 
swept of all that might otherwise tell for the triumph of 
truth. : 

In our humble judgment the wise course is to assume 
very little or nothing to begin with; and then every 
point fairly made is so much gained for the cause. Take 
the case of Mrs. Hatch, for example. No one who 
has ever heard her speak in the trance state questions 
that she is a person of remarkable powers, whatever 
they may consider the source of those powers. Proba- 
bly the skeptics in her Lynn audience did not doubt this ; 
but they did doubt her ability to make good the prodi- 
gious claims made for her. Some who took ground 
against her, were willing to admit that she might be 
subject to spirit control, but like rational men they pro- 
bably concluded there were bounds to the hum an facul- 
ties, even though all intelligences short of Deity conspir- 
ed to their aid.. Why, let the archangel Gabriel him- 
self come into the flesh, he might be non-plussed in 
a trice by any smart child of three summers, even by 
a question as apparéntly simple as ‘* how far is it round 
a water-pail?” ‘When a finite mind can grasp infinity 
we may look for a full solution of the question of the 
circle, itself a type of the Infinite. 

We would gladly see the semi-theatrical system of 
advertising mediums and meetings done away with. 
Anything like puff or pretension, even though based on 
miraculous gifts, strikes us as peculiarly inappropriate 
in a moral or religious movement. And when any 
“medium, meeting or cause needs such stimulants to sus- | 
tain it, it gt * sink than swim. So 
) tad make in 
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Clark here said that he felt ‘some ome 
Italeri ol belonged 10 othe ase fx ha 

He requested the individual to come forward, and said 
that the spirits through Mr. Krapf would relieve the 
pain at once. Thereupon Judge Bedell arose, who it 
seems was the afflicted person to whom Mr, Clark allud- 
ed, although it is quite certain that the latter had no 
external knowledge of Mr. Bedell’s case. Mr. B. took 
the platform before Mr. Krapf, but Mr. K. in a state of 
bewilderment told Mr. Clark he did not know how to 
proceed. Mr. C. requested him simply to follow his own 
impressions and let the invisibles control him just as 
they pleased. 

Immediately Mr. K. began to shake violently from 
head to foot, and his right arm was controlled to shake 
and pass rapidly from the back of Judge Bedell’s neck 
down over the left arm of the Judge. The movements 
of Mr. K. were exceedingly powerful and eccentric, and 
of such a character as to baffle imitation by any man 
not under the control of extraordinary influences. The 
audience became exceedingly interestéd, and the sus- 
pense to know the result was deep and intense. After 
a few moments Mr. Clark announced the operation over. 
Judge Bedell was then called upon to state the result, 
He arose and declared to the audience that for three 
months he had not been able to raise his left arm from 
the shoulder. He then stretched out his arm at fall 
length, and demonstrated to the assembly that he could 
raise it with ease, and said it felt nearly as well as it 
ever had been, although there was some lingering sen- 
sation of pain and weakness. His physician and sever- 
al persons in the house testified as to the previous con- 
dition of the Judge, and it was remarked that the Judge’s 
own word was evidence enough. Now when it is re- 
membered that Mr. Krapf and Judge Bedell were total 
strangers to Mr. Clark, and that Mr. Krapf himself 
knew nothing of the Judge’s affliction, and that this 
whole performance was entirely impromptu, it must be 
confessed that the phenomena are well worthy the inyes- 
tigation of all honest and liberal minds. 


EMMA F. J. BULLENE. 


This gifted meditim recently delivered two lectures in 
Union Hall, Baldwinville, N. Y. The following para- 
graphs in relation thereto will be read with interest. 
We clip them from the Onondaga Gazette : — 

On Tuesday evening, her subject was the “ Trinity.” 
We can speak of her lecture on that evening, substan- 
tially as follows: — 

First, — Her language is almost unexceptionable, 
her style is fine, her manner of delivery is rare and elo- 
quent, her mind seems to be well trained and well guided, 
ber ambition seems to be unceasing in the prosecution 
of the work or subject before her. She speaks more 
properly, with more force, and decidedly more to the 
point, than many of our eminent divines at the desk. The 
blunders which she commits in her speech are few and 
far between. We have nothing to offer in regard to her 
language — though all the human race blunder in using 
the English and other languages. 

Second, — Her position on the ‘ Trinity,” in our 

opinion, was well taken, from whatever source she may 
derive her knowledge. We are no enthusiast, nor are 
We sectarian in our views, but we almost entirely agree 
with Mrs. Bullene with respect to the ebaracter which 

se gm Cae. First, that he is the highest in per~ 
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2 e had heard there was a 
the place they had then reached, and whose 
cations and predictions were invariably verified, and 
perhaps he might put them on the right track. _ 
~ To this proposal the young man objected, on account, 
as he said, of the want of funds to pay the medium, 
having expended nearly all in their fruitless tramp. 
But his companion told him he had some change with 
him, — enough for that purpose, — and was willing it 
should be so used. 

This announcement decided the question. Neither 
of them, however, knew the medium’s name or resi- 
dence; but, meeting some young ladies at the moment, 
they obtained from them the requisite information, and 
were directed tothe house of a Mr. S——., who, they 
said, would certainly be at home, for he was to take 
the lead, or be the principal mediam in a kind of spirit- 
meeting to be held about that hour. 

They then proceeded directly to the house designated, 
and were met and kindly received by Mr. 8., the me- 
dium, who, much to their surprise, called the young 
man by name, and declared that their ¢oming was not 
unexpected, for a spirit had told him, in an audible 
voice, only the day before, that such a person as Mr. 
K. would be there at that hour. 

He then went on to inform them that they need not 
be any longer concerned about. the cattle lost. three 
days ago, for they had been found. All this, it will be 
understood, was announced before any intimation of the 
object of their visit had been given, ora word said about 
lost cattle. 

The medium seemed much attracted to the young 
man, and treated him with marked attention,— inviting 
him to stay till morning, and directing the cook to pro- 
vide a repast, and telling her to use the cold meat which 
he had ordered her to set aside and keep for this very 
occasion. 

The young man was too polite to decline the hospital- 
ity so unexpectedly and generously proffered, and at 
once decided to stop till the next day. . 

During his stay, he received many wonderful com- 
munications, uttered viva voce, by Mr. S., who was a 
speaking medium, and among other things, it was pre- 
dicted that on his way home he would meet two men 
who would inform him that the lost cattle had been 
found, and that his futher was anxiously waiting his re- 
turn. He also alluded to other persons he would meet 
on his way, identifying them by the different articles 
they would be conveying at the time. He further pre- 
dicted that young Mr. K. would soon become a speak- 
ing medium, like himself, and that he would, within a 
very short time, be elevated to a high and honorable 
position among his fellow-citizens. These and other 
events, to transpire in the after-life of the young man, 
were distinctly foretold. But it is unnecessary to enu- 
merate them all. Suffice it to say, they were all ful- 
filled, and in exact accordance with. the predictions; 
and. that both the prediction and the fulfilment can be 
established and proved by such testimony as would be 
admissible and satisfactory in any court of law. 

Nowsis it for a moment to be supposed, that all these 
successive occurrences, — this straying of the cattle, — 
the opportune meeting of the females, — the visit to the 

ium, so incidentally suggested by the wonder-loy- 
all pre-arranged ?— all 


brought about 


origin. Tn his normal condi on he seem 
a perfect child, and one of the best specimens of a 
natural one I have ever seen 3; but when entrance 
some of the most glowing words of eloquence, combin 
with logical argument, flow forth, showing that his organ- 
ism is controlled by a master mind. Truly, among 
mediums he ranks with the first. 

On the Sabbath following the threat which had often 
been made of closing the church doors against us 
was carried into execution. The church is the property 
of the Universalists, and was dedicated to the use of 
that denomination alone, and no provision made for 
their clergymen to use it after they have left the 
earthly form ; therefore Spiritualism was out of order. 
The chief objection brought at this time I may not state 
in precise words; but it was in substance that crin- 
olines were too modern ah invention to take the place 
of the black coat and white neckerchief. However, the 
Sabbath sun shone brightly, and ere long the clear tones 
of the church bell resounded over the hills and through 
the quiet little valley home, calling us to worship ; and 
by some power, whether in the form or not it matters 
not, so long as a principle of right was at issue, the doors 
were opened to us. The desk was occupied by Mrs. 
Wiley, Mr. Jobnson and myself in the morning, all 
three being controlled to speak. In. the afternoon 
my organism was used, and in the evening that of 
Mr. Johnson, {the latter much to the edification of 
our people. Thus the, crisis was passed, and love and 
harmony prevailed. 

Last Sabbath I lectured here in the morning in 
Harmonic Hall. In the afternoon the numbers were 
so large that we adjotifned to the Town Hall; also 
in the evening, when the hall was well filled, The 
subject in the afternoon was selected by the audience ; 
in the eyening, questions were proposed for. the intel- 
ligence to answer. Another meeting was held in- the 
same place on Tuesday evening, and the hall was 
filled to overflowing, showing that the people were 


ready to hear the unpopular doctrine, notwithstand- 


ing they been warned to beware of the delusion by the 
church-goers and their pastors. 


There has been a revival going on in the Baptist and 
Orthodox gocieties of this place ; whether it is a revival 
of sectarian dogmas, or of the spirit of divine love and 
harmony, that actuated their founder as a religious 
people, viz., Jesus.of Nazareth, remains to.be seen. If 
the latter, they will fold the mantle of charity over 
them and extend the hand of fellowship and love even 
to publicans and sinners. 


. Iremain here next Sabbath, then return to Paper 
Mill Village, for the present, where persons’ desirous of 
my services as a lecturer ean address me. To my 
friends, wherever they may be, I would say, that 
cherished in my heart’s most sacred feelings are those 
words of encouragement that have fallen upon my 
ear, struck a sympathetic chord in my being, and bid me 
be strong though thorns were scattered in my pathway. 
Gladly will I labor, for I know the heavens are opened, 
and the angels are ministering unto man. 


Yours for the truth, 
H. F. Honruey. 


; For the New England Spiritualist. 
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wld be sure of a glorious reward. = 

The Spiritualists are accused of destroying the moral 
law by taking away its penalty, which luckily for them 
is not the fact. "Tis true we reject the doctrine of a 
literal hell of fire and brimstone ; but still we hold that 
every transgression meets its fall punishment. A great 
truth was promulgated when Newton proclaimed the 
harmony of the universe — that eyery atom thereof is 
attracted to, or repelled from, every other atom. Our 
doctrine is that every spirit is attracted to, or repelled 
from, every other spirit in this and all spheres. The 
Jaw of affinity is the law that permeates and governs all. 
The following was given as an illustration: Take a 
glass vessel; put therein a quantity of earth, of water 
and oil; shake them up, and they represent the spirits 
of persons on this earth; let them stand, and the earth 
settles to the bottom, the water stands next, while the 
oil rises to the top. Thus the spirits sink or rise volun- 
tarily, or by affinity to their proper level. 

There are six spheres: above this, each one being a 
heaven to the one below it, awd a hell to the one above 
it. Sin is a cause, and suffering is an effect ; conse- 
quently, when the cause is removed the effect, ceases, 
The spirit isa free agent both here and hereafter. Our 
God is one of love, as well as justice; therefore an 
eternal hell is in opposition to an eternity filled with 


God’s love, A spirit fears no tortures but those of men- | 


tal anguish. 

The time has come when man demands a reasonable 
religion, All things are continually progressing. In- 
fallibility in religious matters.belongs to the priests 
alone.. , 

If we to triumph over error we must live out 
the abn mi “Hove w Uetaad love to man.” 
Man would be better off than he is, even had he no 
other bible than his“ reason, and no other church than 
the great temple of. Nature, not to listen, as he long 
has, to conflicftng and erroneous doctrines that are pro- 
claimed by man-made priests, in thousands of temples 
said to be dedicated to an offended God, but in reality 
to creeds and dogmas enforcing human bondage. 

Men of the present day are, many of them, prone to 


look back to the dark ages for inspiration, and learn of | ¥lat speaker. 


men less elevated and not.so capable of understanding 
God’s truth as those of the present day. 

The Christians are and have been a commercial peo- 
ple, and their heaven is pictured as a city with walls 
and gates, the streets being paved with gold, and tem- 
ples decorated with silver, ornamented with precious 
stones and surrounded by all the paraphernalia of splen- 
dor, interspersed by regal pomp and power. 
~ But we teach that we are all hastening to a world 
where gold and silver and popularity will be done 
away ; where only virtue, purity and goodness enjoy a 
boly and happy calm, and continue to shine and grow 
brighter through all coming ages. We know of no 
death to the true, the spiritual man, but he lives and 
progresses upward and onward through the countless 
ages of eternity. We now point mankind to that spir- 
itual sun that is rising in the eastern horizon, which is 
destined soon to advance to its meridian splendor and 

" enlighten every corner of our dark and sorrowing earth, 


Hamilton, A. B, 
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L. K. Coontzx, (Healing Medium.) (‘Trayelling 
F. L. Wavswonrs, Portland, Me. | ¥ 

Joun M. , Melrose, Mass. a : 

Mrs. Saran B. Ex11s, Hanson, Mass. (Healing Medium.) 
_ Mrs. Joun Purrer, North Hanson, Mass. (Healing Medium.) 

Miss A. W. Spracunr, Plymouth, Vt. : 

Mrs. M.S. Townsexn, Bridgewater, Vt. (Healing Medium.) 

Mrs. M. F. Brown, South Royalton, Vt. (Healing Medium.) 

Austin E. Simons, Woodstock, Vt. 

Mrs. A. M. Henpenson, Newtown, Ct. _ (Psychometrist.) 

Mrs. H. F. Huntiny, Paper Mill Village, N. H. 

N.S. Garenteap, Haverhill, Mass. 

Hervey Barner, Warwick, Mass. 

Joun G. GuEason, Plymouth, Mass. 

H. P. Farrrrerp, (Healing Medium.) (Travelling West.) 

Wx. A. Hvar, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mrs. Brox, 383 Righth Avenue, N. Y. city 

Mrs, C. M. Turriz, Albion, Mich. (Travelling in N. England.) 

Grorce Atkins, Webster, Mass. (Healing Medium.) 

Mrs. Atuira F, Pease, S. Wilbraham, Mass. (Psychometrist.) 

J. A. BAssett, Salem, Mass. 

ApRAHAM P. Prence, Augusta, Me. 

Mrs. Saran A. Horton, Brandon, Vt. 

Miss Saran P. Larnp, Lester, Vt. 

E.S. Tyrer, Auburn, N. Y. 

Danze Norron, Southington, Ct. (Healing Medium and 
Psychometrist.) 

H. B. Storer, New Haven, Ct. 

James H. Hanns, Center Abington, Mass. 


MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Sunpay Meerinos.—A. B. Wurtine of Michigan, trance 
speaker, will lecture in the MELopEon on Sunday next, at 24 and7 
o'clock, ®. mM. Singing by the Misses Hall. 

Free conference meetings at the Melodeon every Sunday fore- 
noon at 104 o’clock. 

SprritvaList MrerrnGs will be held at No. 14 Bromfield St. 
every Sunday afternoon and evening. Admission free. 


LK (Trayellin 
(Now in the 


A Crroie for medium development and spiritual manifesta- 
tions willbe held@every Sunday inorning at No. 14 Bromfield St. 
Admission 6 cents. x 

Tug Lapres AssoctaTIon IN AID OF THE Poor,—entitled the 
“Harmonial Band of Love and Charity,”—will hold weekly 
meetings in the Spiritualists’ Reading Room, No. 14 Bromfield 
Street, every FRrrpay afternoon, at 3 o’elock. All interested in 
this benevolent work are invited to attend. 


MEETINGS IY CHAPMAN Hawt, School St—On Sunday after- 
noons, Conference Meetings, relating Strictly to the Phenomena 
and Philosophy of Spiritualism. In the evening, Discussions of 
Philosophical and Reform questions. Circles for development in 
the morning at 10 o’clock. Admittance to all meetings, 6 cents. 


MEETINGS IN CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening 
at Fremont Hau, Winnissimmet Street. D. F. Gopparp, reg- 
Seats free. 


Iy CaMBRIDGEPORT.—Meetings at Washington Hall, Main 
street, every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 3 and 7 o'clock. 


Ty Mancuesrer, N. H.—Regular Sunday meetings in Court 
Room Hall, City Hall Building, at the usual hours. 


In Sannm. — Meetings for Trance Speaking in the Sewall st. 
church every Sunday afternoon and evening. 


In Quincy.—Meetings in Mariposa Hall every Sunday. 


————————— 
MEDIUMS IT BOSTON. 

Mrs. R. H. Burt, Writing and Trance Medium, 163 Washington 
Opposite Milk St. Hours from 20 to 1, and from 2 to 7. 22—3a1, 

Mr. J. V. Mansfield, Test Writing Medium, No. 8 Winter Street, 
over G, Trumbull & Co.'s, Boston, or at his home, Chestnut st., Chelsea. 
Terms $1.00,in advance. All letters sent by mail must contain a postage 
stamp to prepay the postage. 

Mrs. Knight, Watrine Meprom, 15 Montgomery place, up one Aight 
of stairs, door No. 4. Hours9toland2to5. Terms 50 cents a seance. 

Mrs. Bean, Rappina, Writrxe and Trance Mevivm. Hours from 9 
A. M.to9P.M. No. 10 Chickering place. 


Mra, B. K. Little, (formerly Miss Ellis) Test Medium, by Rap- 
ping, Writing, and Trance. Rooms No. 46 Eliot street. Hours from 9 
to 12 A. M., and2 to6, P.M, Terms $1.00 per hour for one or two persons ; 
50 cents for each additional person. Clairvoyan ¢ Examinations for Diseases 
and Preseriptions, $1.00. ; : 


cepEY, Roxbury, 
~ Miss Sanam A. Macown, East Cambridge, Mass. 


i ip THE AFFLICTED. Dr, 
Mrs. G. W. Wa.x Clairvoyant and 
to the wants of the sick. flice, 221 Central 
will be accommodated with board. 


\ " 7M. HOLLAND, 


Psychometric Clairvoyant and 
Healing Medium. » Mass. 


Residence, 45 Broad street, Salem 
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N Cc. LEWIS, Clairvoyant Physician. \Examinations 
s. 
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Nr’ : 
DPD ENTstRy. Dr. N. H. SWAIN, Dentist; Columbus 
Ohio. Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, and prices reasonable. 


f ge DAY PUBLISHED :— «WHAT'S O'CLOCK >?’ 
Spiritual Manifestations, Are they in accordance with Reason and 
Revelation? Where on the dial-plate of the Nineteenth Century poirts 
most significantly the finger of God? 8. Te MUNSON, 
Aug. 6, 1857. 20—t. f. 5 Great Jones st., N. ¥. 


Sea to 
Hea AND CLAIRVOYANT PRESCRIPTIONS 
DR. C. C, YORK gives Clairvoyant examinations and rescriptions 
by receiving the name, age,and residence of patients in thelr own hand 
writing, for two dollars, one dollar when present. The remedies—purely 
vegetable—are opr by him by spirit directions, [He also heals by the 
laying on of hands, He will visit the sick Mipescrtee ‘gues All who ad- 


dress must enclose a postage stamp te receive answe: Address in care of 
Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 


RS ee 
Bess SICK ARE HEALED WITHOUT. MEDICINE. 
JAMES W. GREENWOOD, Healing Medium, Rooms No. 15 Tremont 


Street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from 9A.M.to5 P. M. Osher 
hours he will visit the sick at their houses. 


—————————_—_— 
. | Fag ten HANDS ON THE SICK. Dr. W.T. Osborn, 


Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, cures the sick by the laying on of 
hands ; Chronic, Consumptive and Liver affections, andevery disease which 
has baitled the Medical faculty, have yielded to his treanaent ite 
ces’ has been in most cases very marked, and such as to give him strong 
confidence in the healing power exercised th; him. 

Terms for each Clairvoyant examination, $1.00, . Letters, postpaid, with 
& stamp enclosed, strictly attended to. Office hours from 9 A. M.,to4 p.m. 
Rooms No. 110 Cambridge street, 3d door east of Western Hotel 


ee ee ata 
A T DR. ABBOTT'S BOTANIC AND ECLECTIC DE- 
POT, 214 Hanover Srazer may be found one of the most extensive 
varieties of Herbs, Barks, Roots, ¢., in the United States j also.a valuable 

amount of manufactured medicines of approyed worth. Spiritual and 
Mesmeric Prescriptions put up with particular attention. RQ. 


Jeol) adic Lh eee 
B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST NO, i5 TREMONT 


A. Street, Boston, Mass. 


yo ssshels tee FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by 
ying onof hands, CHARLES MAIN. Healing Medi 

#0 Asylum for the Aflicted, at No. 7 Davis Brnzer, Boston, where’he te 

accommodate patien! iring treatment bi above process 
= Sonor terms, cunt " 

jents di board should give notice in ad 

arrangements ag cap ty before armies Gite enitalte 
Those sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should inclose $1. 
for the examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. A 
Office hours from 9 to 12 a. u., and from toip. m. 


Poe Soeet CORNER OF BEACH STRERY 

i . Spiritual uarters in Boston. Charg 

$1.25 per day,or 87.00 per Weak, for Py peak - ? 
H. F. GARDNER.» 


a: Fh GARDNER 
PIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, and MESMERIC PRE- 


scriptions, carefully prepared b; OCTAVIUS KING, Botanic poth 
cary, 654 Washington strint, ebder Pine Street Chureh, Beste’ Al : 
2o—1 


All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as above. 


Mrs. Dickinson, No. 16 Boylston place, Seer, Healing and Trance | 
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ANGELS. 
The spirit of angels 
Is active I know, 
As higher and higher 
In glory they go. 
Methinks on bright pinions 
From heaven they sail, 
To cheer and encourage 
Who never say fail ! 
PARTING. 
—tLife! we ’ve been long together, 
Through pleasant and through cloudy weather ; 
’T is hard to part when friends are dear, 
Perhaps ’t will cost a sigh or tear; 
Then steal away, give little warning, 
Choose thine own time, 
Say not good night, but in some brighter clime 
Bid me good morning ! _ Mrs. Barbauld. - 
. HOPE. 
—Even for the déad I will not bind 
My soul to grief—death cannot long divide : 
For is it not as if the rose that climbed 


My garden wall had blossomed on the other side ? 
Alice Carey. 


BLESSINGS IN DISGUISE. 


In losing fortune many a lucky elf 
Has found himself :— 
As all our moral bitters are designed 
To brace the mind, 
And renovate its healthy tone, the wise 
Their sorest trials hail as blessings in disguise. 
“ Horace Scott. 


HUMAN WRONGS. 


Millions on millions ten times told, 
Of treasured silver and of gold, 
Could not for Auman wrongs atone ; 
Love can forgive, and Lovz alone. 
ASPIRATION. 
Ate there not aspirations in each heart 
After a better, higher world than this ? 
Longings for beings nobler in each part— 
Things more exalted—steeped in deeper bliss? 
‘ Who gave us these? What are they? Soul, in thee 
The bud is budding for immortality ! 


CHINESE LEGEND. 

The name Tsaou-ngo is founded on the following 
story, the truth of which is universally credited by the 
people, and its particulars have been minutely put on 
record in one of their topographical works:—In the 
second year of Nang-te, of the Han family, A. D. 109, 
there lived a priest of the Taouist religion, a native of 
the Shang-yu district, who had won great repute for his 
skill in magic. Qn the fifth day of the fifth month of 
that year, at the festival known to foreigners as the 
**feast of the dragon boats,”’ this priest went to sport in 
the river in honor of his gods, (still a custom prevalent 
throughout some parts of the empire) by swimming 
against the tide, or playing somersaults in the stream, 

; or racing the dragon boats. Whether in swimming or 
rowing up the river it is not accurately known, but the 
‘priest was drowned, and his body nowhere could be 
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splendid mansion, crossed the portal, and ascending the 
staircase, we were in a room of dazzling grandeur. On 
a bed of softest down lay a babe of heavenly beauty ; it 
tossed its white arms above its head and appeared in 
all the innocence of babyhood. Tho fair young moth- 
er smiled and toyed with the infant. The clock strikes, 
aud the mother listens—she counts the strokes; it is 
near midnight, and she breathes, ‘‘ I am weary of wait- 
ing! Why comes he not—does he love midnight rev- 
els more than his beloved and babe? Did he take me 
from my peaceful home to make me weary? Oh no! I 
will not blame him—but I cannot wait any longer”— 
and the weary wife slept. 

From hence we passed to the poor cottage, to the 
couch of the consumptive. In his hand he held some 
tiny spring flowers; he loved to inhale their fragrance. 
He turns uneasily upon his couch, and gazes with wist- 
ful eyes on the fertile meadow ; he hears the lowing of 
the kine, and he thinks, ‘Now that Spring has 
come, I will get better. I must be out in the 
fields, and climb the flowery hills. I feel not sick, 
but weary ; I long for something more than from the 
casement to view beautiful nature? But these flowers 
—see how the fever of my hands has made them 
droop; they hang their pretty heads and die so calmly, 
with but the blessedness of knowing that they have done 
that which they were sent into the world to perform, 
to bring joy to the sufferer’s heart and bear him back 
to his early pastimes. They whisper a tale of his 
mother’s love, his father’s care, and the undying hap- 
piness, that they tarry for him ina home where flow- 
ers never languish and hang their meek heads where 
all is ever green, and no wintry gust shakes the old lat- 
tice and makes the sick one shiver! Where no one 
says, ‘this is the consumptive; he will die before the 
next Spring comes laden with-sunny flowerets.’ ” 

We were gone from the cottage—and I wondered 
why neither bolts nor bars kept not the angel from 
entering. 

He led me back to the forest, and said in a voice of 
mournful sweetness, ‘‘ Mortal, art thou weary now ? 
hast thou not seen how weary others are? Thou hast 
not yet filled thy mission ; away with sorrow and list- 
lessness, depart from these gloomy pines, and go forth 
into the busy, bustling earth! Gather earth’s lost ones 
in thy home—make them thy companions, and train 
them for thy Heavenly Father’s service. 

I lifted my eyes to the Spirit, but he was gone ; and 
I left the woods a happier being than when I entered, 
for I had a mission to fulfil, and I prayed that the kind 
angel might visit others that ery, ‘I am weary.”— 
C. Missionary. 


GERMAN BURIAL CUSTOM. 

The German ceremony of interment is complicated 
and minute, and all persons of high birth are expected 
to conform to it in every particular. Among the rites 
which precede burial is ‘one which, trying as it cannot 
fail to prove in the principal actor, must, nevertheless, 
greatly tend to tranquillize the minds of survivors. It is 
necessary that we should describe this. For four-and- 
twenty hours the corpse remains under the roof where 
the death has taken place, and while there all the affect- 
ing offices necessary to its final burial are_performed. 
The time elapsed, it is carried to the cemetery, and laid 
| in its winding sheet, upon a bed in the inner apartment 
ae a a stone building. me. agen vation consists 
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the Lord to excuse me from it, 
fore, I must not shrink from the painful duty of declar- 
ing the awful and confirmed impression on my mind. I 
now tell you that you have not a week longer to live 
in this world!” This dreadful sentence, proceeding 
from a man, somewhat excited the doubtful apprehen- 
sions of the congregation, who thought it was the ebul- 
lition of precipitancy and rashness ; and some of his in- 
timate friends were of the opinion that religion would 
suffer scorn and contempt, especially if the prediction 
should not be verified. The minister added, ‘ Let the 
event prove the truth of it; forI am persuaded I was 
moved by the Spirit of God to say and affirm what I 
did as prophetic of their end.’ 

Monday passed and nothing occurred ; but on Tues- 
day one of the young men went on board a vessel to 
prosecute an intended voyage, which was fixed previous 
to this affair; and in consequence of a violent storm 
that arose, the ship was driven on shore, and this un- 
happy youth was launched into eternity. 

On Wednesday another of the young men was con- 
cerned in a quarrel with some person, the issue of which 
was fighting a duel with swords, wherein this uahappy 
victim fell. 

On Thursday the only surviving one was suddenly 
taken ill, at which he began to be terrified, as two of his 
sinful companions were already cut off. He was desir- 
ous then to send for the same minister whom he had 
ridiculed. When the minister arrived at his house, he 
asked the young man what he wanted him for. The 
youth begged he would pray for him. When the minis- 
ter requested to know what he would wish him to pray 
for, he replied, *‘ For my life.” ‘That is not in my 
power to do,” rejoined the minister ; “for I am sure 
you will die.” “Then,” said the youth, “‘ beg or pray 
for my soul, if you please,” Robert so far consented 
as to kneel down by the bedside, in which posture he 
remained for a considerable time ; but at length arose, 
without having uttered a word. He then addressed the 
young man, saying he found his lips so closed that he 
could not utter a syllable on his behalf. He accordingly 
took his leave ; and shortly afterward, this last remain- 
ing of the hie scoffers died in horror and despair, ac- 
complishing the prediction of the minister, and confirm- 
ing the declaration of Holy Writ, “ He that being often 
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” 


THE DIGNITY OP LABOR. 


In early life, David kept his father’s sheep,—his life 
was a life of industry ; and though foolish men think it 
degrading to perform any useful labor, yet in the eyes 
of wise men labor is truly honorable, and the most use- 
ful man is the happiest. A life of labor is man’s natur- 
al condition, and most favorable to mental health and 
bodily vigor. Bishop Hall says: “ Sweet is the des- 
tiny of all trades, whether of the brow or of the mind. 
God never allowed any man to do nothing.” From the 
ranks of industry have the world’s greatest men been taken. 
Rome was more than once saved by a man who was sent 
from the plough. Moses had been keeping sheep for 
forty years before he came forth as the deliverer of Isra- 
el. The Apostles were chosen from amongst the hardy 
and laborious fishermen. From whence I infer, that 
oy God has any great work to perform, He selects as 

His instruments those who, by their eye oceupa- 
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would like the child’s query to be ame 

Once the boy had a wooden horse, and in course of 
time its tail and ears, and one of its legs got knocked 
off, and the toy presented a rather ragged appearance. 
Said he, one day: “God sees everything, don’t he, 
mother?” ‘Yes, my child.” ‘Well, I guess he “Il 
laugh, then, when he sees this horse !” 

His baby sister died, and he talked a great deal of 
Heaven, and watched the heavens yery much. A rain- 
bow, one evening, threw him into a profound revery. 
At length he seemed to have arrived at some satisfac- 
tory resolution of the phenomenon, and said: “‘ Sissy 
helped to make the rainhow.” He was one day de- 
tected throwing his playthings up in the air, and was 
observed to become quite angry at something.” Being 
asked what ho was doing, he answered: ‘I am throw- 
ing Sisey up some playthings, but God is so mean he 
won’t catch them ;” and ever after that he seemed to en- 
tertain hard feelings towards his Maker. Sitting by the 
window, one evening, during the hour of sunset, when 
the whole West was flooded with crimson, he cried out: 
“ Now he’ll catch it! Now God will get scorched!” 
He became quite penitent, when his mother reasoned 
with him about his improper language towards his 
Father in Heaven ; and prayed that night for forgive- 
ness, adding, “ he hoped God woujd give him a new 
heart and—and—if he pleased, a new hobby horse, just 
one with a real tail and a red nose.” 

We heard the other day, of a child who, being told 
that our Saviour was born in a stable, asked “ who 
owned the stable?” 

A young image of her mother, of our special ac- 
quaintance, is of a highly philosophical turn of mind. 
Looking down upon the river, one gorgeous night, she 
saw the moon and stars reflected there in great glory, 
and observed, ‘‘ either the stars are the moon’s babies, 
or else they are pieces of the moon.’”’ Being sick, 
once, she asked the nurse “to pull away the curtains 
and let the light in, and ask the dark to stay away.” 
She could not comprehend “ how dark was made.” 

We knew a youngster’ whose daily prayer is, “Give 
us this day our daily bread, with butter and sugar on 
it.” He also always intercedes for his dog, and cat, 
and squirrel, and asks the Divine blessing upon them. 
In one of his petitions he asks God “ to give us all new 
hearts, except mamma: don’t change her heart, for it 
is good enough.” A visitor calling, one day, remarked 
that if a certain calamity happened it would break her 
heart. After she was gone the boy said, ‘‘if she did 
get her heart broke, that John (the hired man) could 
fix it with a saw,” and added by way of confirmation 
that ‘‘ John had made a tail and body to his horse, he 
had.” 

Jessie C. is one of the “ airy, fairy’? creatures whose 
laugh and song make home a bower of bliss. Her 
father brought home an orange which proved too green 
to be palatable. ‘‘Oh, never mind,” said Jessie, “I'll 
sew it on the grape vine and let it get ripe.” 

Her older brother is ‘‘ one of ’em,” in his way. One 
morning the usual Bible-reading embraced the thirty- 
second chapter of Genesis, wherein occurs the verse: 
“And Jacob was left alone, and there wrestled with 
him a man until the break of day.” All anxiety, the 
boy cried out: ‘* Which throwed, pa?” The family 
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